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number of classrooms with a direct link to
the Internet. But the vast majority still do
not have access. That’s why we’re now
launching an aggressive, three-part plan to
finish the job.

First, my balanced budget plan makes an
unprecedented commitment to education
technology, doubling the technology literacy
initiative the Vice President just mentioned
and providing a total of $500 million for com-
puters, teacher training, and educational soft-
ware for our schools.

Second, we’re working to ensure that every
school and library can afford the Internet.
Under the Telecommunications Act, the
Federal Communications Commission is
now developing a plan to give schools and
libraries access to the Internet at a dramati-
cally discounted rate. Fees for most schools
will be cut in half. Fees for our poorest
schools will be almost free. I urge the FCC
to act quickly. And I call upon the tele-
communications industry to support this ef-
fort.

Third, this April 19th, parents, teachers,
business people, and volunteers from all
walks of life will answer our call and hold
NetDays in all 50 States, connecting tens of
thousands of schools, classrooms, and librar-
ies to the Internet.

By doubling our investment in education
technology, by dramatically lowering the
Internet rates for schools and libraries by
mobilizing Americans all across the country
to help wire our schools, we will meet our
goal of connecting every classroom and li-
brary to the information superhighway by the
year 2000. That’s how we must prepare our
children for the 21st century, with the full
promise of the information age at their fin-
gertips. And it’s an important way to give our
children the world’s best education and the
chance to make the most of their own lives.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:38 p.m.
on February 7 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February
8.

Proclamation 6972—National Child
Passenger Safety Week, 1997
February 8, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Children are our Nation’s most precious

gift, and one of our most profound respon-
sibilities is protecting their health, well-
being, and safety. Nowhere is this duty more
critical than on America’s streets and high-
ways.

Automobile accidents are the leading
cause of death for America’s young people.
It is tragic that a high proportion of these
deaths could be prevented, but are not. For
example, we know that seat belts save lives—
last year they prevented the deaths of almost
10,000 Americans—and, yet, many still fail
to wear them.

I encourage all Americans to take a few
simple steps to ensure that their families trav-
el safely. The most important rule is also the
simplest: The safest place for children is the
back seat. Also, parents and guardians must
always make sure that children are secured,
either in a locked seat belt or in an appro-
priate child safety seat.

I commend the Department of Transpor-
tation for its ‘‘Patterns for Life’’ program,
begun in 1996 to focus attention on correct
child safety seat use and the proper position-
ing of children and their safety seats away
from air bags. Working through national safe-
ty organizations and State public safety and
highway offices, this program offers a net-
work of qualified child passenger safety train-
ers to provide communities with the valuable
resources they need to reduce motor vehicle-
related deaths and injuries.

Laws exist in every State and the District
of Columbia that require proper restraints
for younger children. However, 40 percent
of our children under five are still not prop-
erly restrained. We must do better to enforce
the existing laws and protect our precious
cargo.

The steps we take now will make our roads
safer and our children more secure. My Ad-
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ministration is striving to increase the use of
seat belts throughout the Nation. We are also
working with automobile makers, car dealers,
private organizations, and insurance compa-
nies to teach parents how to install child safe-
ty seats properly, and new technologies will
eventually make air bags safer for children.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 9
through February 15, 1997, as National Child
Passenger Safety Week. I urge all Americans
to help reduce injuries and the tragic loss
of life on our highways by buckling up every
child in an approved restraint, in the vehicle’s
back seat. And let us all help spread these
important child safety messages throughout
our communities. By doing so, we can save
many young lives.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of February, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 11, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 12.

Remarks to the Maryland General
Assembly in Annapolis, Maryland
February 10, 1997

Thank you all for that wonderful reception.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for what you said.
Thank you, Senator Miller, for that 10-year
walk down memory lane. [Laughter] It is true
that when I met his mother I fell in love
with her, even before I found out she had
10 kids. [Laughter] It’s not often you meet
a person who can elect you if her family votes
for you. [Laughter]

Thank you, Governor Glendening, for your
leadership here on so many issues. Lieuten-
ant Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend,
Attorney General Curran, Treasurer Dixon,
my old friend Comptroller Louie Goldstein.

I was in the first grade when he became
comptroller. [Laughter] The walking argu-
ment against term limits, you know. It’s
amazing. [Laughter]

I’d like to thank so many Members of your
very distinguished congressional delegation
for joining me today: Senator Sarbanes and
Senator Mikulski; Representative Wayne
Gilchrest, your Congressman; Representa-
tive Connie Morella; Representative Ben
Cardin; Representative Al Wynn and Rep-
resentative Elijah Cummings.

Now, I know that Ben was formerly the
speaker here and that Al and Elijah and
Connie and Senator Sarbanes were all mem-
bers of this body. It kind of makes you won-
der how Senator Mikulski and Congressman
Gilchrest got elected to Congress. [Laughter]
It’s obviously a good training program here.
[Laughter]

I’d like to thank the president of the Mary-
land State Board of Education, Christopher
Cross, for being here. When he worked for
President Bush, he and I stayed up all night
one night writing the national education
goals, which began the process which bring
us to this point today. Thank you, sir, for
being here. And I’d like to thank your State
superintendent of education, Nancy Gras-
mick, for being here.

Then there are two people who are not
here, who are here with us in spirit, and I
would like to ask that we all remember them
today, our good friend Congressman Steny
Hoyer and his late wife, Judy, who was one
of the finest educators this State ever had.
And I know we miss them today. Steny and
his family are in our prayers, and we are
grateful for the dedication of Judy Hoyer’s
life to the children and the people of Mary-
land.

I would also like to say I’m very glad to
be here with two members of my Cabinet,
Secretary of Education Dick Riley and the
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
Donna Shalala. They have served our admin-
istration and, more importantly, the Amer-
ican people exceptionally well, and I thank
them for their presence here today. And
when I finish talking, if you want anything
else, call them. [Laughter]

I should also say, since Senator Miller
mentioned it, that my college roommate, who
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